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SUBJ: CIV AIR - lET FUEL PRICES 

REE: BOGOTA 5964 

1. ON JULY 15, EMBOFFS CALLED ON FONOFE ACTING UNDERSECRETARY 
FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, TERESA DE ZEA, TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS OF FUEL 
PRICE DIFFERENTIAL AND CONTINUING DELAY IN REEUND OF TAXES ILLE- 
GALLY CHARGED US CARRIERS. ZEA WAS TOTALLY UNINFORMED ON SUB- 
JECT, BUT TOOK CAREFUL NOTES DUEING CONVERSATION AND PROMISED TO 
LOOK INTO THE MATTER. EMBOFFS STRESSED THAT US LAW COULD WELL 
REQUIRE A REDUCTION IN EUEL ALLOCATIONS TO COLOMBIAN CARRIERS IF 
DIFFERENTIAL QUESTION NOT RESOLVED SATISFACTORILY. SIMILAR AP- 
PROACH MADE TO ERNESTO MENDOZA, PRESIDENT OF AVIANCA, ON JULY 16. 

2. EARLIER THIS WEEK, EC/COM COUNSELOR SPOKE WITH IVAN OBREGON, 
DIRECTOR OF TAXES, REGARDING DELAY IN REBATE AND, AT OBREGON'S RE- 
QUEST, SENT OVER WRITTEN STATEMENT DESCRIBING BRANIEF'S ATTEMPTS 
TO OBTAIN REIMBURSEMENT OE FUEL TAXES (DATA IN STATEMENT PROVIDED 
BY LOCAL BRANIFF REP). OBREGON PROMISED TO DO WHAT HE COULD TO 
CUT THROUGH RED TAPE AND FACILITATE REBATE. 
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